CHAPTER   VIII
IN certain parts of the South Seas the menage a trois is the accepted thing.
A child grows up to find a man, his uncle, before whom the mother
almost trembles, whose word is really law to her and her children. The
child soon learns that this third person is not only to teach them the arts
of life but the rules of conduct. Of course, the father is always there as
well and is merely the man who lives with the mother and never to be
appealed to in serious matters.
G.B.S. explained in greater detail how the menage a trois came about
in his case:
"Lee was a mesmeric conductor and had collected an amateur
orchestra, eked out occasionally by a soloist from a military band. It was
Lee who trained my mother to sing and when his brother died was left
alone with an old housekeeper, reputedly a terror. She was got rid of
somehow and our household took her place. If Lee had not come into
the family and I was left with my mother who was a thoroughly disgusted
and disillusioned woman suffering from a hopelessly disappointing
husband, what would have become of me, I daren't think."
"You would have remained a mute inglorious Milton," I suggested.
"I suppose something else would have turned up. My grandfather's
uncle, I am always proud to relate, was hanged as a rebel. I know this,
if I had remained in the office I would have ended up by murdering
somebody and would have been hanged before I was born. I would have
got into the papers somehow!"
"It is  interesting that  the two writers who   count most------" I
said. . . .
G.B.S. interrupted me:
"Who is the second?" he asked.
"Wells, of course."
"There are a lot of horses following well behind and it's difficult to
make out which is which. Wells's father was a cricketer, a professional
and therefore not a gentleman, and his mother a housekeeper in a large
country house. My mother knew nothing of housekeeping, nor of money,
nor of hygiene. His father had to keep fit but my father was a lonely
drinker at the grocer-publican's. Then Wells had a flair for examinations,
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